122d Birth Anniversary of the Founder
of Kumudini Welfare Trust Celebrated

Celebration of 122nd birth anniversary of the founder of KWT Rai Bahadur Ranada Prasad Shaha
(15 November 1896 — 7 May 1971).
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The 122 birth anniversary of the founder of Kumudini
Welfare Trust (KWT) Rai Bahadur Ranada Prasad Shaha
was celebrated with due fervour at Kumudini Complex,
Mirzapur on 15 November 2018.

Different programmes were chalked out to celebrate the
occasion by the various institutions located at Kumudini
Complex, Mirzapur viz. Kumudini Hospital,
Bharateswari Homes, Kumudini Nursing School &
College and Kumudini Women's Medical College. In
addition celebrations were arranged at the paternal
homestead of the founder at Mirzapur village and at
Ranada Prasad Shaha University in Narayanganj.

The programme at Kumudini Complex, Mirzapur
included prayer meeting, discussion, colourful march
past in the evening by the students of Bharateswari
Homes, lighting of the candles and cultural show.

The doctors and the nurses decorated the hospital
building and improved diet was served to the patients.
The evening programme at Bhrateswari Homes included
lighting of hundreds of candles, a video documentary on
KWT, discussion etc. Those who took part in the
discussion included Maj Gen Jiban Kanai Das (Retd),
former Secretary to the Govt and Advisor (Education &
Health) of Kumudini Abu Alam Md Shaheed Khan,
Director of the Trust Protiva Mutsuddy and Managing
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Director of KWT Rajiv Prasad Shaha. At the end of the
programme all guests were entertained at a dinner.

The villagers of Mirzapur arranged discussion and
cultural programme on 19 November at Ranada
Natmondir (portico of temple) located at the paternal
homestead of R P Shaha. National Prof and eminent
Nazrul researcher Dr Rafiqul Islam was the chief guest
on the occasion.

4th generation of R P Shaha celebrating his birthday.
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Birthday of the founder was also celebrated on the same
date keeping consistence with the villagers of Mirzapur
at Ranada Prasad Shaha University (RPSU) in
Narayanganj. The programme included discussion on the
life of R P Shaha and a cultural show participated by the
students of RPSU. Those who participated in the
discussion included the Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
Manindra Kumar Roy, Director of KWT Mahavir Pati
and Adviser on Health & Education of KWT Abu Alam
Md Shahid Khan. The speakers described R P Shaha as a
man with modern mentality. ®

Patients at Kumudini Hospital being visited by Managing Director of KWT
on birth anniversary of R P Shaha.

.




The Man and His Vision
Mahavir Pati

Today we all know of Kumidini and its institutions—
Kumudini Hospital, Bharateswari Homes, Kumudini
Nursing School and College, Kumudini Women’s
Medical College and Ranada Prasad Shaha University.
These were all born from the vision of one man—Rai
Bahadur Ranada Prasad Shaha. Despite my close

welcome in Calcutta (Kolkata). He then decided to join
the Bengali Double Company which later became the
49th Bengal Regiment. There RP Shaha received his
commission as a Viceroy’s Commissioned Officer.

On August 30, 1920 his regiment was decommissioned.
Thus began another chapter in his life. He

association with the organization and
growing up there, it still amazes me that
one man could create such a huge operation
in his lifetime. Born in a lower middle-
class family, Ranada rose to great heights,
creating a huge business empire only to
give away all his worldly possessions for
the welfare of the poor and needy.

To understand the driving force behind
such a great enterprise we need to go back
to the beginning. Our story begins in the
year 1896 when a child was born to
Debendra Podder and Kumudini Devi at his

started a small coal shop in Calcutta
(Kolkata), supplying coal to both
households and businesses. Through hard
work, diligence and good management
Ranada soon became one of the leading
coal merchants in Calcutta (Kolkata). He
also diversified into other businesses,
including a river transport company (later to
be named Bengal River Service).

Ranada now had the resources to pursue his
dream. He started a small dispensary in his

uncle’s village in Savar. The young Ranada
was extremely attached to his mother. His
mother’s sudden death from post-natal tetanus (having
given birth to a still-born child) when Ranada was only
seven, turned his whole world upside down. This brought
home to him two irrevocable facts: The poor quality and
non-availability of medical services and the sorry plight
of women in the then social hierarchy. Yearning motherly
love and affection he ran away from home and after
roaming around for a while, finally ended up in Calcutta
(now Kolkata). He survived by doing any honest work he
could find. Many a day he went to sleep hungry. One
day, while he was selling newspapers in a rail station, a
child fell onto the railway tracks. A crowd gathered, but
no one did anything. Ranada immediately jumped onto
the railway track, saving the child just before the train
had approached.

Later, he became involved with the Swadeshi Movement
and got into trouble with the law enforcement agencies.
He even spent a short time in jail. In the meantime, WWI
(1% World War) started and young Ranada enlisted in the
British Army first as a medic and then as a soldier. His
unit the Ambulance Corps maintained a hospital in
Baghdad to treat the wounded soldiers. This hospital
caught fire when a nearby magazine exploded. Risking
his life Ranada saved around 20 wounded soldiers from
the blazing inferno. This act of bravery resulted in his
commanding officer Captain Cook’s entry in his service
book. “.......... On the occasion of the magazine
explosion near the hospital, he remained cool and
worked hard, being one of the last to leave the hospital.”

On September 26, 1916 Ranada returned to a hero’s
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ancestral village of Mirzapur which grew
into a hospital (named after his mother). He
also laid the foundation for a residential girl’s school,
Bharateswari Homes. Lord RG Casey, the Governor of
Bengal came all the way from Calcutta (Kolkata) to
inaugurate his hospital.

In his inaugural speech Lord Casey said, “Some of you
may wonder why 1 should take such close personal
interest in a hospital? My answer is simple: 1 feel this
hospital affords a high example of what can be done
when the initiative, enterprise and public spirit of one
man is directed towards the welfare and wellbeing of the
community.”

Today, 75 years after its creation, Kumudini Hospital has
evolved into a 1,050-bed general hospital providing high
quality and almost free medical care. In 2001 Kumudini
Women’s Medical College was established. Kumudini
Hospital School of Nursing, established in 1973 has now
evolved into a Nursing School and College, training
junior and senior nurses, midwives and BSc nurses.

Besides these, Mr Shaha also established Kumudini
Women’s College in Tangail and Devendra College in
Manikgonj. He also provided funds to establish Huseyn
Shaheed Suhrawardy College in Magura. Huseyn
Shaheed Suhrawardy, the former prime minister of
Pakistan on a visit to Kumudini Complex at Mirzapur in
the mid-fifties wrote in the visitor’s book :

“A poor man became a millionaire, and the millionaire
voluntarily became a poor man, spending his all in the
service of humanity, for the suffering and the distressed,
for the furtherance of education, for rendering a service
to the State, which the state itself has not undertaken. But
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is the Rai Bahadur poor; he is rich in the esteem, in the
affection, in the love of a grateful people; having given
all his worldly possessions, he has obtained more than
those who were his compeers.

May that state and the people he has served so well give
him that recognition which is his due, and not destroy the
great institution he has built with such love and
devotion.”

This great man along with his son and successor Bhabani
Prasad Shaha were abducted by the Pakistan Army and
the Razakars on May 7, 1971. They never returned.

Mr Shaha did not believe that he was doing charity to
anyone. As an artist is defined by his art, a poet by his
poetry, so too R P Shaha was defined by his actions and

the institutions he founded. To him Kumudini was no
ordinary institution. It was an embodiment of his mother,
of the shelter and care that he was deprived of. Hence our
motto: “Kumudini Cares”.

Even today, R P Shaha remains an inspiration to all,
proving that even if you are born in unfortunate
circumstances, you can shape your destiny and carve out
your own niche in history. Indeed, the life and deeds of
this great man will forever live in our hearts. @

(The writer is a Director of Kumudini Welfare Trust. This
article was published in the Daily Star on Nov 24, 2018 on
the occasion of celebrating R P Shaha’s 122" birth
anniversary.)
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News on ‘Mainstreaming Disability
in Kumudini Hospital for Accessible

Broad Range of Eye & Other
Health Care Services’ Project

A number of programmes were undertaken under the
project in collaboration with Christian Blind Mission
(cbm) during the four months period September to

December.

As a part of the project ‘Networking Meeting & Learning
Sharing Workshop’ was held at Deldoar Upazila on 5 Sep,
Kaliakhor Upazila on 21 Oct and Ghatail Upazila on 24
Dec. Discussion took place on disability, definition of
disability, rights and protection of the disabled law 2013
and inclusion of the disabled in the mainstream. The
workshop was attended by Upozila Chairman, Upozila
Nirbahi Officer and a number of government officials.

A training programme was arranged from 8 to 10 Sept at
Kaliakor Upazila and on 4 and 5 Nov at Ghatail Upazila
for the government health service providers. Discussion
took place on care of the eyes, prevention of blindness
and different issues of disability. The training was
participated by 250 government health service providers.

Basic Advocacy training was conducted from 11 to 13

Sept at the library of Kumudini Hospital. Discussion took
See Next Page




'Networking Meeting & Learning Sharing Workshop'
at Ghatail organized by Kumudini Hospital.
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place on advocacy and as to how the disabled could be
integrated into the mainstream. Project and DPO
representatives participated as trainees. The training was
conducted by the thematic expert of CDD Md Jahangir
Alam, Assistant Director Animika Rahman Lipi and
Taslima Akhtar Keya. On 13 Nov the meeting of the
Project Operational Committee took place. A discussion
took place on the progress of the various programmes
under the project, achievement and future planning. The
meeting was participated among others by Programme
Coordinater Janette Abing Taga-an (Jata) who came from
cbm Australia.

On 3" December 27" International and 20" National
Disability Day was celebrated in the new library of
Kumudini Hospital.

A meeting on National Eye Care was held at the 250-bed
general hospital in Tangail on 23" December. Members
of the “Vision 2020 Committee” participated in the

meeting. ®
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Seminar on Fistula

A fistula awareness seminar was arranged at the PPM
Hall of Bharateswarei Homes on 18 September. The
seminar was arranged by Fistula Centre of Bangabandhu
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University (BSMMU).
International donor agency
Engender Health runs the
“Fistula Care Plus Project”
which is financed by
USAID. Fistula Centre
arranges training on fistula
prevention for the women.

The seminar divided in two
parts was conducted from 9
to 11 in the morning. A
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Participants of Fistula Awareness Seminar arranged
at Bharateswari Homes by Fistula Centre of BSMMU.

introductory discussion took
place were girls from class
IX to XII of Bharateswari
Homes participated in the programme called “School
Girls for Fistula Free Bangladesh”. The speaker was
Programme Officer of Engender Health Dr Ishrat.

The second part of the seminar started at 11 am. The
programme was presided over by the Director of
Kumudini Welfare Trust Protiva Mutsuddy where Rajiv
Prasad Shaha Managing Director of the Trust was the
chief guest.

The special guests on the occasion were Country
Representative of Endenger Health Dr Bushra Abbassi
and the founder and adviser of Fistula Centre of
BSMMU Prof Saleha Begum Chowdhury.

Prof Saleha Begum Chowdhury said the fistula patients
suffer a deplorable life. In Bangladesh presently there are
around 19,500 fistula patients. United Nations had
declared that by 2030 fistula will be eradicated from all
over the world. Bangladesh government is determined to
achieve this objective.

In this connection Associate Prof Sheuli Chowdhury said
that along with many development organizations
BSMMU Fistula Centre is working to eradicate fistula.
Since 2005 Fistula Dept is working in Kumudini
Hospital. So far a few hundered patients have been
treated and provided free medical services. Doctors from
home and abroad provide services at Kumudini Hospital.
Donor organization Engender Health supports Kumudini
Hospital in this endeavour. e
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Seminar on World Menopause
Day at KWMC

World Menopause Day was observed on 18 October.
Beforehand the day Bangladesh Menopause Society
arranged a seminar at BP Pati Hall of Kumudini
Women’s Medical College (KWMC) on 3 October. This
seminar was arranged as a part of awareness programme
for the elderly ladies by the Bangladesh Menopause
Society. National Prof Dr Shahela Khatun was the chief
guest on the occasion while Director KWT Srimati Shaha
was the special guest.

Prof Dr Shahela Khatun
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said that the reality of
menopause has to be
accepted by women and
they should seck advice
from the experienced
persons. Director
Kumudini Trust Srimati
Shaha said that a family is
kept together by the
women. So everybody
should understand and

Efoe ©@ IWI AWANE
Tomls @ e W@ AT
1 |

PP WS TG AT @ (Ao FIAzEfioa oz
@eT erewy qew wE @ow, Gueifear emeE .
FENGE GIEAE QESREE STFTE O ¢ Tfere ¢ fafsom
ST % @ e |

GIfSEIEa G s EIeiEha omiEe EaEsiE ol
e | (@R Bfeee @fmE aEes T s
TIFNEG AICHT NTALCHEA TAZA A A TEA
SRR o 2 cifttes It ARSI WS .
@R ARSI, FAMA TSI @G T NGIAP T,
HIZLTGAE A, G (NCTFe FAEE AL FALIoE ©f,
TwiRw IfF, kR cfees swEte TR @R
(112 T, SFfET =T &Y |

CIRMITE ISTIT G (A 0o WA (@, WA 0
G WCEPE A | QD TS WY YR T2 | OIHE G0
g% SO T I (NCANE | QIR (1 O @
TGl IR 8 FHEY I G wieend 3w g
FRFTrImT (7R T O3 O @ TR @ IS M |
IR (T8 GTAM SI9F IEF FA IAATSIER AT
Tf. 2Aie I AR | @

A Seminar at BP Pati Hall of KWMC arranged by
Bangladesh Menopause Society.

9

support women during

this phase of their life.

Those who spoke in the seminar included President
Bangladesh Menopause Society Prof Rowshan Ara
Begum, Brig Gen Dr Suriya Rahman, Prof Shamina
Chowdhury, Academic adviser of Kumudini Women’s
Medical College (KWMC) Prof M A Jalil and Principal
of KWMC Prof M A Halim.

Secretary General of Bangladesh Menopause Society Dr
Sheikh Jannat Ara Nasreen conducted the open
discussion in the seminar. A number of physicians
presented summary of findings of their research papers
on menopause.

From the discussions in the seminar it came out that half
of our population who are women live upto an average
age of 62 years out of which one third of their life time
passes in menopause. If properly guided beforehand,
than these women can make their last one third of life
meaningful while retaining the capacity to work.

The seminar ended with a vote of thanks from Director
Kumudini Hospital Dr Prodip Kumar Roy. ®
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One Year of Dialysis Unit
at Kumudini Hospital

Dialysis is a costly
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treatment which needs
to be repeated many a

is
the

times. Dialysis

needed when
capacity of the kidney
decreases to a level
when it is unable to
purify the blood that

circulates in the body.

Kumudini Hospital
started the Dialysis Unit
considering the capacity
of the mid and lower
level income group in
the society in January
2018  with

machines. The unit is

three

run round the clock. In

the last one year 1091

patients received
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A patient with kidney ailment undergoing
dialysis at Kumudini Hospital.

dialysis support from
this unit.

It costs Tk. 2500/- only to carry out dialysis at Kumudini
Hospital. Generally a patient needs to undergo dialysis
once or twice a week. Dialysis related diagnostics and
medicines are provided at a nominal price. It takes four

hours to complete a dialysis cycle.

During discussion with an attendant of a patient aged 60
yrs it was revealed that only for carrying out dialysis
once a week in Dhaka had cost Tk. 5,100/-. With the cost
of travel to and from Dhaka plus the cost of food, the
patient required to spend approximately Tk. 10,000/- per
week. Now he is very happy because of the availability
of dialysis facility at Kumudini Hospital. e
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Bharateswari Homes Bid Farewell to
Six Teachers along with Principal

From left : Mrs Namita Pal, Ms Azufa Khatun, Ms Mehnur Begum,
Ghosh Amalendu and Mrs Tripti Roy.

Mrs Protiva Rani Halder
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On having attained the age of retirement Bharateswari
Homes bade farewell its Principal along with five other
teachers in two phases in September and December.

The first event took place on 30 September. On that day
Principal Protiva Rani Halder was given farewell. The
farewell ceremony was presided over by Director KWT
Protiva Mutsuddy. Senior colleagues of the Principal
spoke on the working life of Protiva Rani Halder. The
programme was rounded off with music.

The outgoing Principal was presented with gifts by
Directors KWT Protiva Mutsuddy, Srimati Shaha and
Shampa Shaha.

Mrs Halder joined Bharateswari Homes as a Lecturer on
1 October 1983 after having completed her Masters in
History from Rajshahi University. She took over as
Principal of Bharateswari Homes on 27 September 2014
and went into retirement on 4 September 2018.

Bharateswari Homes authority bade farewell its another
five teachers at the same venue on 12 December. Those
got farewell included Assistant Head Mistress Namita
Pal (Economics), Assistant Teacher Azufa Khatun
(English), Lecturer in Biology Mehnur Begum, Lecturer
Ghosh Amalendu (Management) and Lecturer Tripti Roy
(Political Science). ®
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Launching of KPL’s
New Product

Kumudini Pharma Ltd (KPL) has launched recently a
new product named Doloket IV/IM injection. This is a
nonsteroidal anti-inflamatory drug (NSAID) indicated
for the short-term management of moderate to severe
post-operative pain, traumatic pain and dental pain. Its
generic name is Ketorolac Tromethamine.

The new product is in addition to the KPL's existing
Doloket 10mg tablet which is still available in the
market. e
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Doloket IV/IM injection.
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28 Officers of KPL
Visit Thailand

Twenty eight officers of Kumudini Pharma Ltd (KPL)
went on a visit to Thailand November last. The visit was
financed by KPL. This was an incentive to the officers on
a commendable service to the organization. Most of
those who went abroad were field officers of the Sales
Department. There were two officers from the factory as
well. The five day trip included visit to Bangkok and
Patya. The team left for Thailand on 23 November and

returned home on 29 November. o
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Group photo of KPL officers who visited Thailand.
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Freshers' Reception — 14th Batch

Freshers' reception of the 14® batch of students of the
university was held on 18 Sep 2018. The freshers were
received with flower bouquets.

The heads of the Business Administration and English
departments spoke. Ankita Ghosh spoke on behalf of the
new students while Monir Hossain spoke on behalf of
old students.

The speakers spoke on the importance of the university
life as well as provided guidelines for the newcomers.
The ceremony was attended by the Director of Kumudini
Welfare Trust (KWT) Mahavir Pati, Vice Chancellor,
Controller of Examination, teachers, students and
administrative staff of the university. ®
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Fresher's reception of the 14th batch.
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Law Festival in Pictures.

Law & Human Rights

Department

Law & Human Rights department of the university
arranged two programmes—a Seminar and a Law
Festival in October 2018.
Seminar titled ‘From Classroom to Profession’ was held
on 7 October 2018. Kazi Latifur Reza, Head of the
Department of Law took the initiative in organizing the
seminar which was inaugurated by the Vice Chancellor
Dr Manindra Kumar Roy. Advocate Monirul Islam
graced the occasion as the chief guest.
The faculty members of the department who participated
in the seminar included Niladry Piak, Barrister
Mohammad Ahsanuddin Niloy, Mithila Rani Das and
others. The seminar had been very useful for the students
See Next Page




Seminar : From Classroom to Profession.
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of the law department. Participation by the students shall
surely help them in their practical life through earning of
the knowledge gathered here.

On the other hand, Law Festival was celebrated on 14
October 2018. During the festival the newcomers joining
as the students of 14™ batch were welcomed and
presented with crests. A colourful cultural programme
was also arranged on the occasion. The programme
included dance, song, recitation, drama etc. The
ceremony was attended by Director of KWT Mahavir
Pati, Vice Chancellor Dr Manindra Kumar Roy,
Chairman of the Law Dept and the teachers. ®

Condolence Meeting on Untimely
Death of Student Tuhin

Condolence meeting in memory of Tuhin.
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A condolence meeting cum prayer was arranged at the
auditorium of the university in memory of Kamrul Hasan
Tuhin who was a 8™ batch student of Pharmacy
Department. The meeting was attended by the family
members of Tuhin, Vice Chancellor, Acting Registrar,
teachers of the department and students. Tuhin died of
cancer. We all pray for the salvation of the departed soul
of Tuhin. ®

122nd Birth Anniversary of the
Founder of KWT Celebrated

The 122" birth anniversary of the founder of Kumudini
Welfare Trust Rai Bahadur Ranada Prasad Shaha was
celebrated at the university campus on 19 November
2018. The programme included discussion on the life of
the founder and cultural show.

Students, teachers and all officers of the university were
present in the programme. Those who spoke on the
occasion included Vice Chancellor Dr Manindra Kumar
Roy, Director KWT Mahavir Pati, Advisor of the Trust
on Education & Health affairs Abu Alam Md Shaheed
Khan. Speakers discussed the chequered working life of
Ranada Prasad Shaha. They described him as a man with
modern thoughts. The ceremony was rounded off with a
colourful cultural programme.e

Celebration of R P Shaha's 122nd birth anniversary at RPSU.
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FParticipant members in the last meeting of RPSU Syndicate
held on 7 November at Kumudini Complex, Mirzapur.
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Principal of Dhaka
Ramakrishna Mission Visits
Mirzapur Kumudini Complex

Swami Dhrubeshananda is being received at Kumudini Complex, Mirzapur.
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Principal of Dhaka Ramakrishna Mission Swami
Dhrubeshananda Maharaj visited Kumudini Complex
and Ramakrishna Sebashram at Mirzapur Sadar on 28
and 29 September.

In addition to Ramakrishna Sebashram at Mirzapur Sadar
he also visited other historic temples. MD of KWT Rajiv
Prasad Shaha accompanied him in the visits. He visited
Ghoshpara Radagobinda Akhra, Lokenath temple etc.

In the evening a cultural programme and discussion took
place at Ranada Natmondir (portico of temple) in
Mirzapur village. The main speaker was Swami
Dhrubeshananda. Among others who spoke on the
occasion included Swami Kalpeshawarmanda and Protiva
Mutsuddy Director KWT.

Swami Dhrubeshananda along with his entourage arrived
at Kumudini Complex in the evening of 28 September
and they were greeted by the officials of Kumudini
Wrelfare Trust. They stayed in the complex overnight
and participated in different programmes on the
following day. e




Kumudini Hospital

Treatment Statistics
September-December : 2018
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